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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee  of 
the  County  Borough  of  Walsall. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Ninth 
Annual  Report  upon  the  health  of  your  Borough,  giving 
an  account  of  its  Vital  Statistics  and  Sanitary  condition. 

In  regard  to  disease  and  death  I  regret  that  this  year 
the  death  rate  of  20*82  does  not  compare  favourably  with 
1896,  when  we  had  a  death  rate  of  18*48,  which  was  below 
the  average  of  the  mean  rate  for  Walsall.  The  rise  in  the 
rate  of  mortality  is  due  to  the  exceptional  number  of  deaths 
from  Diarrhoea  during  the  later  part  of  the  year,  and  to  an 
epidemic  of  Measles,  which  continued  during  the  whole 
of  the  twelve  months. 

The  outbreak  of  Scarlet  Fever  which  began  in  the 
later  months  of  1896,  in  common  with  other  towns  in  the 
neighbourhood,  continued  epidemic  throughout  the  whole 
of  1897.  Great  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  the 
isolation  of  those  cases  occurring  principally  in  small 
cottages,  where  isolation  is  with  difficulty  carried  out. 

168  children  out  of  every  1,090  born,  died  under  one 
year  of  age  in  1896.  In  1897,  199  children  out  of  every 

1,000  born  died.  This,  I  consider,  a  high  mortality, 

% 

and,  as  I  have  pointed  out  from  year  to  year,  is  due  to 
errors  in  feeding,  clothing,  and  general  sanitation  on  the 
part  of  the  mothers. 

A  house  to  house  inspection  has  been  systematically 
carried  on  in  each  of  the  three  districts  ;  almost  every 
house  in  the  Borough  has  been  visited  during  the  year 
and  inspected  and  reported  upon  by  the  Inspectors. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  population  at  the  last  census  was  7 1,791.  I  have 
calculated  it  at  the  middle  of  1897  to  be  80*000,  an 
addition  8,209  since  1891. 

The  area  of  the  Borough  is  8,711  acres,  giving  a 
distribution  of  9*06  persons  per  acre,  and  the  number  of 
inhabited  houses  is  16,342. 

The  birth  rate  is  almost  identical  with  that  of  1896, 
being  34*38  this  year,  against  34*52  in  the  previous  year. 
It  is  estimated  from  2,751  registered  births,  1,440  males 
and  1,311  females.  The  following  table  gives  the  number 
of  births  quarterly  : — 


Registration 

District. 

1st 

Quarter. 

2nd 

Quarter. 

3rd 

Quarter. 

4th 

Quarter. 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Walsall 

331 

264 

257 

246 

269 

244 

255 

254 

Bloxwicli 

Rushall  (part  in 

58 

56 

76 

57 

56 

56 

55 

53 

Walsall)  ... 

18 

26 

28 

22 

22 

12 

15 

21 

Totals 

407 

346 

361 

325 

347 

312 

325 

328 

1,666  deaths  occurred  from  all  causes,  shewing  a 
death  rate  of  20*82  jier  1,000.  This  is  an  increase  on  the 
death  rate  for  the  preceding  year,  when  the  comparatively 
low  death  rate  of  18*48  was  recorded. 


The  following  Table  gives  the  mortality  from  all 
causes  at  subjoined  ages  :  — 


LOCALITY. 

At  all 
Ages 

Under 

1  year 

1  and 
under  5 

5  and 
under  15 

15  anu 
under  25 

25  and  |  65  and 
under  65  upwards 

Walsall . 

1229 

446 

230 

53 

45 

313 

142 

Bloxwich 

214 

68 

40 

10 

7 

57 

32 

Rushall  (part  in 
Walsall) 

86 

29 

14 

7 

5 

21 

10 

W orkhouse 

83 

5 

1 

2 

33 

42 

District  Hospital 

54 

2 

12 

10 

6 

19 

5 

Totals 

1666 

550 

296 

81 

65 

443 

231 

Dining  the  Year  1807 ,  in  the  Walsall  Urban  Sanitary  District ,  classified  according  to  Diseases ,  Ages ,  Localities • 


(«) 

Names  of  Localities  adapted  for  the 
purpose  of  these  Statistics  ;  Public  Insti¬ 
tutions  being  shown  as  Separate  Localities 

Mortality  from  all  causes,  at  subjoined 

ages 

(b)  (c)  (d)  le)  (f)  fc)  (h) 

a>  i 

l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

Mortality  from  subjoined  causes  distinguishing  deaths  of  Children 

under  5  years  of  age 

7  8  9  10  11  12  13  14  15  16  17  18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

At  all 
ages 

Under  1  year 

1  year  &  under  5 

5  years  and 

under  15 

15  years  and 

under  25 

- - - - - 

25  years  and 

under  65 

65  years  and 
upwards 

Smallpox 

Scarlatina 

Diphtheria 

Membranous 

Croup 

Fevers 

Cholera 

Erysipelas 

Measles 

Whooping 

Cough 

Diarrhoea  and 

Dysentery 

Rheumatic 

Fever 

Phthisis 

Bronchitis, 

Pneumonia 

and  Pleurisy 

08  HOST  (I  I  IttOH 

Influenza 

Injuries 

All  other 

Diseases 

Tot’l 

Typhus 

Enteric  or 

Typhoid 

Continued 

Relapsing 

Puerperal 

Under  5 

013 

5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

45 

6 

139 

0 

7 

117 

1 

0 

o 

343 

676 

Walsall 

1229 

446 

230 

53 

45 

313 

142 

5  upwds 

0 

11 

1 

1 

0 

10 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

2 

0 

9 

2 

53 

131 

36 

6 

7 

281 

553 

Under  5 

0 

2 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

15 

5 

12 

0 

2 

23 

0 

0 

0 

48 

108 

Bloxwich 

214 

68 

40 

10 

7 

57 

32 

5  upwds. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

13 

25 

8 

1 

3 

54 

106 

Under  5 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0  • 

9 

0 

1 

13 

0 

0 

0 

15 

43 

Rushall  (part  in  Walsall) 

86 

29 

14 

7 

5 

21 

10 

5  upwds. 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

2 

4 

15 

1 

0 

0 

16  ! 

43 

Under  5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 

o 

Workhouse  ... 

83 

5 

0 

i 

2 

33 

42 

5  upwds. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

15 

9 

i 

1 

0 

52 

78 

Under  5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

9 

4 

14 

District  Hospital 

54 

2 

12 

10 

6 

19 

5 

5  upwds. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

0 

1 

0 

20 

15 

40 

Totals 

1666 

550 

296 

81 

65 

443 

231 

Under  5 

5  upwds. 

0 

0 

16 

13 

7 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

Q 

13 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

63 

3 

11 

0 

161 

9 

0 

6 

10 

87 

153 

180 

1 

47 

0 

8  , 

9 

30 

415 

418 

846 

820 

5 


The  next  Table  gives  the  quarterly  and  annual  death 
rate  since  1888  : — 


Year 

1st  Quarter 

2nd  Quarter 

3rd  Quarter 

4th  Quarter 

Year 

1888 

18-72 

19-19 

15-37 

18-36 

18-21 

1889 

1905 

13-37 

19  24 

19-81 

19*36 

1890 

24-50 

14-83 

17*11 

19-77 

1905 

1891 

20*77 

21-77 

14-27 

20-65 

19*00 

1892 

28*60 

18-30 

1411 

21-75 

2083 

1893 

2504 

24-38 

26-24 

23-39 

2442 

1894 

20-53 

14-45 

14-98 

15-84 

16-44 

1895 

21-05 

18*94 

21-84 

20-42 

20  56 

1896 

2061 

16-73 

18-00 

18-61 

18-48 

1897 

21-35 

17-80 

24-75 

1940 

20  82 

550  children  died  under  one  year  of  age,  as  compared  infantile 
with  454  in  1896  and  532  in  1895,  giving  a  rate  of  6  87  Morlaluy 
per  1,000  of  the  whole  population,  against  rates  of  5*82  in 
1696,  and  7*00  in  1895.  Out  of  2,751  births  recorded 
during  the  year,  only  2,201  lived  over  the  age  of  one  year, 
and  1 ,905  over  the  age  of  five  years.  This  shews  that  the 
total  number  of  deaths  registered  under  the  age  of  five 
years  was  846  ;  that  is  to  say,  13  more  than  the  half  of 
the  total  number  of  births  recorded  during  the  twelve 
months. 


The  next  table  shews  the  diseases  prevalent 
among  children  under  one  year  of  age,  and  the  number  of 
deaths  attributable  to  those  diseases.  It  is  worthy  of  note 
that  Diarrhoea  was  accountable  for  108  deaths,  against  42 
in  1896.  It  is  difficult  to  account  for  this  great  increase 
in  the  deaths  from  Diarrhoea,  both  in  adults  and  in  chil¬ 
dren,  unless  we  take  into  consideration  the  peculiar 
climatic  conditions  existing  during  the  summer  and  later 
months  of  the  year.  Convulsions  is  also  a  very  common 
form  of  death  among  the  children  of  the  very  poor,  as  well 
as  Debility,  Marasmus,  Enteritis,  Pneumonia,  and  Bron¬ 
chitis.  These  all  contribute  largely  to  the  heavy  death 
rate  among  the  less  robust  and  puny  of  the  children. 

It  will  also  be  noticed  on  comparing  this  table 
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with  that  of  1896,  that  the  number  of  deaths  from  Bron¬ 
chitis,  Pneumonia,  and  Phthisis  have  increased,  while  the 
number  from  Whooping  Cough  have  decreased  from  23  in 
1896  to  5  in  1897.  The  epidemic  of  Measles  also  con¬ 
tributed  its  share  to  the  infantile  mortality  and  is 


accountable  for  21  deaths. 

1895 

1896 

1897 

Bronchitis 

39 

31 

41 

Pneumonia 

34 

28 

37 

♦ 

Phthisis  ... 

22 

7 

8 

Croup 

5 

1 

1 

Convulsions 

69 

66 

88 

Premature  Births  ... 

55 

74 

44 

Diarrhoea 

101 

42 

108 

Marasmus 

54 

36 

38 

Debility  ... 

70 

32 

54 

Meningitis 

11 

12 

11 

Enteritis  ... 

34 

19 

34 

Laryngitis 

1 

2 

— 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

2 

23 

5 

Thrush 

3 

1 

2 

Measles  ... 

7 

6 

21 

Dentition 

— 

— 

4 

Tetirus  ... 

— 

— 

3 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

3 

105  enquiries  into  the  causes  of  death  were  held  by 

Inqtieets  x  J 

the  Coroner,  73  of  which  were  found  to  have  been  caused 
by  violence  (nine  being  suicides),  and  32  were  due  to 
natural  causes.  Fourteen  of  the  inquests  were  on  children 
under  one  year  of  age,  four  of  whom  were  suffocated 
whilst  in  bed  with  their  parents. 


ZYMOTIC  MORTALITY. 

The  epidemics  of  Measles  and  Scarlatina,  as  well  as 
the  high  mortality  from  Diarrhoea,  have  caused  a 
considerable  increase  in  the  Zymotic  death  rate.  302 
deaths  occurred  from  Zymotic  disease,  giving  a  rate  of 
3’77  per  1,000  per  annum,  a  marked  increase  on  the  rate 
of  1896,  when  we  had  201  deaths  with  a  rate  of  2'69. 
The  details  are  as  follows  : — 
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Walsall 

Blox- 

wich 

Rushall 
(part  in 
Walsall  ) 

Work¬ 

house 

District 

Hospital 

Total 

Scai'latina 

24 

2 

3 

29 

Diphtheria 

6 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

8 

Croup 

1 

•  •  • 

•  • 

•  •  . 

1 

Typhoid  Fever  .. 

10 

.  .  . 

2 

1 

13 

Puerperal  Fever 

3 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  . 

4 

Erysipelas 

,  .  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Measles  ... 

47 

15 

4 

•  •  • 

66 

Whooping  Cough 

6 

5 

•  •  • 

•  •  . 

11 

Diarrhoea 

148 

12 

9 

1 

170 

Totals 

245 

36 

19 

... 

2 

302 

The  following  tables  shew  the  number  of  deaths  from 
Zymotic  disease,  and  the  Zymotic  death  rate  per  1,000 
during  the  last  ten  years  : — 


1888 

18S9 

1890 

1891 

1892 

1893 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1897 

Scarlatina 

9 

23 

23 

12 

21 

17 

1 

2 

23 

29 

Diphtheria 

5 

7 

1 

2 

3 

2 

5 

6 

9 

5 

Croup 

5 

6 

9 

3 

2 

2 

1 

7 

7 

1 

Typhoid  Fever  ... 

10 

9 

21 

19 

8 

22 

13 

10 

11 

13 

Puerperal  Fever... 

3 

3 

4 

4 

2 

2 

3 

1 

2 

4 

Erysipelas 

5 

5 

7 

9 

2 

3 

4 

2 

1 

— 

Measles  ... 

21 

18 

12 

61 

9 

88 

4 

28 

27 

66 

Whooping  Cough.. 

35 

41 

31 

12 

67 

15 

46 

2 

50 

11 

Diarrhoea... 

50 

90 

63 

61 

69 

160 

36 

162 

71 

170 

Continued  Fever.. 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Small-pox 

20 

— 

— 

— 

— 

71 

12 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

166 

202 

171 

183 

183 

382 

125 

221 

201 

302 

1888 

1889 

1890 

1891 

1892 

1893 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1897 

Scarlatina 

•13 

•33 

•32 

•17 

•29 

•23 

•01 

•02 

•29 

•36 

Diphtheria 

•07 

.09 

•01 

•02 

•04 

•02 

•06 

•07 

11 

TO 

Croup 

•07 

•08 

•12 

•04 

•02 

•02 

•01 

•09 

•08 

01 

Typhoid  Fever  ... 

•14 

•13 

•30 

•26 

11 

•30 

•17 

•13 

•14 

16 

Puerperal  Fever... 

•04 

•04 

•05 

•05 

•02 

•02 

•04 

•01 

•02 

•05 

Erysipelas 

•08 

•67 

•10 

12 

•02 

•04 

•05 

•02 

•01 

— 

Measles  ... 

•30 

•26 

•17 

•85 

•12 

1-20 

•05 

•36 

•34 

•82 

Whooping  Cough. . 

•52 

•58 

•44 

•17 

•93 

•20 

•62 

•02 

•64 

T5 

Diarrhoea... 

•72 

1-30 

•90 

•85 

•95 

219 

•48 

213 

•91 

212 

Continued  Fever.. 

•118 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

01 

— 

— 

Small-pox 

•29 

— 

— 

— 

— 

•97 

T6 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

2-52 

3*51 

2-41 

2-53 

2-50 

5-19 

1-65 

2-86 

2-54 

377 
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Notifications 


Fees  paid  to 
Medical  Men 


SANITARY  WORK. 

I.— NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASRS. 

The  number  of  notifications  received  during-  the  year 
was  1,036,  as  against  712  notifications  in  1896.  This 
increase  is  due  to  the  epidemic  of  Scarlet  Fever,  which 
was  accountable  for  824  cases.  The  following  table  shews 
the  comparison  with  previous  years  : — 


1891 

1892 

1893 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1897 

830 

1079 

1440 

457 

297 

742 

1036 

The  next  table  shews  the  distribution  and  number  of 
cases  notified : — 


LOCALITY 

Scarlatina 

|  Diphtheria 

Membranous 

Croup 

Typhoid 

Fever 

Continued 

Fever. 

I 

Puerperal 

Fever 

Erysipelas 

Walsall — 

Under  5  f 

260 

9 

3 

4 

1 

•  •  • 

4 

5  &  upwards  \ 

517 

22 

2 

64 

... 

6 

64 

Bloxwich — 

Under  5  ( 

12 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

5  &  upwards  \ 

35 

3 

... 

2 

... 

2 

16 

Workhouse — 

Under  5  f 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  ■ 

•  •  . 

... 

•  •  • 

5  &  upwards  \ 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

6 

District  Hospital 

Under  5  f 

•  •  • 

... 

•  •  • 

,,, 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  . . 

5  &  upwards  \ 

... 

... 

•  * 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

Totals — 

Under  5  f 

272 

)0 

3 

5 

1 

•  •  • 

5 

5  &  upwards  \ 

552 

26 

2 

66 

8 

86 

The  Fees  paid  to  Medical  Men  for  notification  certifi¬ 
cates  came  to  £141  Os.  0d.,  or  £1  15s.  3d.  per  1,000  of 
the  population. 


Fumigation  and  disinfectants  (supplied  to  the  occu¬ 
piers  of  infected  houses)  cost  £18  16s.  8d.,  an  average  of 
5id.  per  house. 


TABLE  OF  POPULATION,  BIRTHS,  AND  OF  NEW  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  SICKNESS, 

Coining  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health ,  during  the  year  1897 9  in  the  Walsall  Urban  Sanitary  District ;  classified  according 


to  Diseases ,  Ages ,  and  Localities . 


Names  of  Localities  adopted  for  the 
purpose  of  these  Statistics  ;  Public 
Institutions  being  shewn  as 
separate  localities 

M 

Populati 

M 

r“H 

OS 

00 

i— i 

of 

3 

w 

fl 

CD 

O 

W 

on  at  all 
'es 

O  cJi 

00 

xs  r'‘ 

a>  <m 
-M  O 

•ps  s 

rX)  •rH 

M 

2  «? 

O  rd 
■*->  -U> 

co  u 

•  r-(  .r-l 

bJQ-Q 

<D  ^ 

id] 

Aged  under  5 
or  over  5 

[e\ 

1 

New  Cases  of  Sickness  in  each  locality,  coming  to  the  knowledge 

J  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

dumber  of  such  cases  removed  from  their  homes  in  the  several  localities 

for  treatment  in  Isolation  Hospital 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

16 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

Smallpox 

Scarlatina 

Diphtheria 

Membranous 

Croup 

Fevers 

Cholera 

Erysipelas 

. 

Smallpox 

Scarlatina 

Diphtheria 

Membranous 

Croup 

Fevers 

Cholera 

Erysipelas 

Typhus 

Enteric  or 

Typhoid 

• - 

Con¬ 

tinued 

Relapsing 

Pu’peral 

Typhus 

Enteric  or 

Typhoid 

Con¬ 

tinued 

Relapsing 

*3 

O 

3 
«— i 

Under  5 

0 

260 

9 

3 

0 

4 

1 

0 

0 

1  0 

4 

/ 

Walsall 

59,830 

66,000 

2284 

5  upwards. 

0 

517 

22 

2 

0 

64 

0 

0 

6 

0 

64 

Under  5 

0 

12 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Bloxwich  ...  ...  9  ...  ... 

11,961 

14,000 

467 

5  upwards. 

0 

3  5 

3 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

2 

0 

16 

Under  5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Workhouse  ... 

0 

0 

0 

5  upwards. 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

6 

* 

i 

Under  5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Walsall  and  District  Hospital 

0 

0 

0 

5  upwards. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Under  5 

0 

272 

10 

3 

0 

5 

1 

0 

0 

0 

5 

JLotals  ...  •••  ••• 

71,791 

80,000  j 

2751 

5  upwards. 

0 

552 

26 

2 

0 

66 

0 

0 

8 

0 

86 

Totals 
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No  site  has  yet  been  decided  upon  for  a  new  Isolation  isolation 
Hospital ;  the  inspection  of  sites  and  the  discussion  0fHospitftl 
plans  by  your  Committee  have  as  yet  carried  the  matter 
little  further.  Great  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in 
finding  a  suitable  site,  and  immediately  a  place  has  been 
found  fulfilling  the  requirements,  the  surrounding  property 
owners  have  at  once  strongly  protested  against  the  hos¬ 
pital  being  built  near  their  properties,  with  the  result  that 
the  site  has  been  lost  to  the  Corporation.  So  far  as  I  am 
aware  at  the  present  time  there  is  not  any  property  in  the 
whole  of  the  Borough  which  can  be  acquired  by 
agreement  that  would  meet  all  the  requirements  of 
the  Local  Government  Board.  And  although  the 
Health  Committee  are  not  without  the  hope  of  finally 
finding  the  necessary  site,  they  have  given  orders  that  the 
present  Hospital  in  Hospital  Street  be  repaired  and  put 

into  a  fit  condition  for  the  reception  of  any  Smallpox  cases 
which  might  occur. 

The  same  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  Walsall  certifiers01 
as  in  other  places  in  the  granting  of  certificates  to  Board 
Schools  in  cases  of  infectious  disease  occurring  among  the 
scholars.  As  early  as  possible  on  receipt  of  a  Notification 
an  intimation  is  sent  to  the  Head  Master,  informing  him, 
that  a  certain  scholar  is  suffering  from  an  infectious 
disease,  and  requesting  him  to  prevent  the  other  children 
from  the  same  house  attending  school  until  he 
receive  a  certificate  that  the  house  is  free  from 
infection.  The  difficulty  is  in  knowing  when  an  infected 
house  is  thus  free.  Special  forms  have  been  prepared  for 
the  doctor  in  attendance  to  fill  up  and  return  to  me  when 
the  house  is  ready  for  disinfection.  This,  I  regret  to  say, 
has  not  been  acceptable  to  many  of  the  medical  men  in  the 
town,  with  the  result  that  I  have  had  to  rely  on  the 
information  obtained  principally  through  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors.  This,  I  consider,  a  not  altogether  satisfactory 
procedure.  While  speaking  of  this  matter  it  might  be  as 
well  to  mention  that  some  misapprehension  exists  as  to  the 
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Scarlatina 


duty  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  such  cases.  It 
is  not  advisable,  and  in  few  cases  is  it  necessary,  for  the 
Medical  Officer  to  personally  visit  notified  cases  of 
infectious  disease.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  Medical  Officer  to 
enquire  into  the  origin  and  to  investigate  fresh  outbreaks 
of  infectious  disease,  but  the  Local  Government  Board’s 
instructions  can  in  no  way  he  understood  to  mean  that  it 
is  his  duty  to  visit  and  personally  supervise  the  isolation 
of  persons  or  the  disinfection  of  their  homes.  An  Isolation 
Hospital  would  in  a  very  great  measure  do  away  with  our 
present  difficulty,  as  then  the  cases  would  be  under  our 
own  supervision. 

I  have  always  carefully  guarded  against  giving 
offence  to  any  of  the  medical  men  in  the  town  by  what 
might  be  construed  as  a  too  officious  interference,  and 
instructions  have  also  been  given  to  the  Sanitary  Inspect¬ 
ors  that  they  must  not  inspect  any  patient  who  may  have 
been  notified  as  suffering  from  an  infectious  disease. 


II.— INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

An  epidemic  of  Scarlet  Fever,  happily  of  a  mild  type, 
continued  throughout  the  whole  of  the  year.  Out  of  the 
huge  number  of  cases  notified,  viz.,  824,  only  29  deaths 
occurred,  shewing  a  percentage  of  3’51.  272  cases  were 

of  children  under  5  years,  and  of  those  16  died  ;  552  were 
of  persons  over  5  years  of  age,  and  of  those  13  died,  thus 
shewing  that  this  disease  was  more  fatal  in  children  under, 
than  in  persons  over  5  years  of  age.  The  cases  were 
spread  all  over  the  town,  the  largest  percentage  occurring 
in  the  Caldmore  district,  where  the  first  cases  originated. 
In  dealing  with  this  epidemic  a  great  strain  was  thrown 
upon  the  sanitary  staff,  causing  an  immense  amount  of 
extra  work  and  inspection,  and  entailing  also  a  corres¬ 
ponding  increase  in  expenditure. 


Smallpox 


No  cases  of  Smallpox  have  occurred  during  the  year. 
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Like  a  great  many  other  towns  we  have  experienced  Measles 
an  epidemic  of  Measles  of  a  somewhat  severe  type,  causing 
66  deaths.  The  epidemic  was  apparently  spread  over  the 
whole  of  the  Borough,  and  continued  from  the  beginning 
to  the  end  of  the  year,  being  really  a  continuation  of  the 
epidemic  of  1896,  when  2 7  deaths  took  place.  Of  the 
number  of  deaths  occurring  this  year  63  were  of  children 
under  five,  and  three  of  persons  over  five  years  of  age, 
thus  demonstrating  the  fatality  of  Measles  in  young 
children.  This  however,  might  in  some  measure  be 
attributed  for  by  the  careless  way  in  which  Measles  is 
usually  treated  by  the  poorer  classes. 

In  a  great  many  instances  death  among  those 
children  dees  not  take  place  from  Measles,  but  from  cold 
contracted  during  the  stage  of  eruption,  causing  compli¬ 
cations  which  a  little  care  on  the  part  of  the  attendant 
might  have  prevented. 

The  notification  of  Measles  has  caused  a  great  deal  of 
discussion,  many  suggesting  that  it  should  be  added  to  the 
list  of  notifiable  diseases.  I  do  not  see  that  much  could 
be  gained  by  this,  owing  to  the  fact  that  Measles  is  in¬ 
fectious  during  the  stage  of  incubation,  at  which  time 
isolation  would  be  practically  impossible ;  besides  the 
notifications  would  in  many  instances  come  after  the  more 
infectious  period  was  over. 

I  also  observe  tjhat  several  Authorities  who  included 
Measles  in  the  list  of  notifiable  diseases  have  after  some 
experience  struck  it  out. 

I  have  to  report  a  slight  decrease  in  the  number  of  Diphtherift 
cases  of  Diphtheria,  36  being  notified  this  year  against  42 
during  last  year.  Eight  deaths  took  place  from  this 
Zymotic  against  nine  in  1896.  Ten  of  the  cases  notified 
were  of  children  under  five  years  and  of  those  seven  died  ; 

26  were  of  persons  over  five  years,  and  of  those  only  one 


Membraneous 

Croup 


Typhoid  Fever 


Puerperal 

Fever 


Erysipelas 


Wtu  oping 
Cough 


Diarrhoea 
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died.  This  disease  shews  a  marked  fatality  among  young 
children. 

Five  cases  of  Membraneous  Croup  were  notified,  three 
being  of  children  under  5  years  of  age,  and  two  of  persons 
over  five  years.  This  is  a  great  decrease  on  the  number 
notified  last  year,  when  18  cases  were  reported,  14  of  chil¬ 
dren  under,  and  four  of  persons  over  five  years  of  age, 
with  seven  deaths.  One  death  only  was  registered  this 
year,  that  of  a  person  over  five  years  of  age. 

I  regret  that,  considering  the  important  sanitary 
improvements  which  have  been  made  in  the  town  during 
the  last  few  years,  I  cannot  report  a  decrease  in  the  num¬ 
ber  of  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever.  Although  nothing  in  the 
shape  of  an  epidemic  has  taken  place,  I  consider  that  the 
number  of  cases  is  much  greater  than  it  ought  to  be. 
71  cases  were  notified,  five  under  five  years,  and  66  over 
five  years  of  age,  against  68  notified  last  year.  13  deaths 
occurred,  all  in  persons  over  five  years  of  age.  The  num¬ 
ber  notified  this  year  is  the  largest  since  1893,  when  110 
cases  were  reported. 

Eight  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever  were  notified,  four  of 
which  proved  fatal.  Last  year  four  were  reported,  two 
resulting  in  death. 

91  cases  of  Erysipelas  were  notified,  almost  the  same 
as  the  number  last  year,  87  ;  and  no  deaths  occurred.  I 
consider  the  notification  of  Erysipelas  a  waste  of  public 
money,  and  I  hope  that  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when 
it  will  be  removed  from  the  list  of  notifiable  diseases. 

I  am  pleased  to  report  that  the  epidemic  of  Whooping 
Cough,  so  prevalent  during  1896,  has  practically  died  out 
this  year,  only  11  deaths  taking  place,  and  these  occurring 
principally  during  the  earlier  months  of  the  year. 

Coincident  with  an  outbreak  of  Diarrhoea  all  over  the 
country,  we  had  an  epidemic  in  Walsall  during  the  months 
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of  July,  August,  and  September,  more  than  one  half  of  the 
deaths  registered  occurring  in  the  month  of  August.  In 
all,  170  deaths  took  place,  161  of  which  were  of  children 
under  five  years,  and  nine  of  persons  over  five  years  of  age. 

Th  is  large  mortality  among  children  is  due  probably  to  the 
season,  also  to  injudicious  feeding  and  general  carelessness 
on  those  responsible  for  their  nursing. 

III.— NUISANCES. 

I  have  nothing  new  to  report  in  regard  to  the  disposal  Sewage 

Disposal 

of  our  sewage  We  are  much  in  the  same  position  as  we 
wei  e  last  year.  A  few  more  miles  of  sewers  have  been 
laid,  and  the  precipitation  and  polarite  filtration  at  the 
farm  give  a  satisfactory  effluent.  The  water  carriage 
system  has  not  yet  been  completely  adopted,  but  gradually 
from  year  to  year  conversions  have  steadily  gone  on,  the 
number  of  privies  existing  now  being  small,  as  compared 
with  the  number  a  few  years  ago. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  a  great  deal  is  wanting  before  we  ventilation 

•  of  Sewers 

can  say  that  a  satisfactory  system  of  sewage  ventilation 
has  been  adopted.  Popular  prejudice  has  practically 
killed  the  old  method  of  ventilation,  which  consisted  of 
openings  on  a  level  with  the  street,  on  account  of  the 
smell  caused  by  the  sewer  running  dry  on  the  higher 
levels,  this  again  being  due  to  the  want  of  a  complete 
water  carriage  system.  The  replacing  of  the  street  venti¬ 
lators  by  shafts  erected  where  they  can  be  taken  up  to  a 
great  height  against  a  tall  chimney  is  an  undoubted  ad¬ 
vantage,  and  in  all  cases  where  it  has  been  found  to  be 
practicable,  this  has  been  done. 

The  Borough  Surveyor’s  Department  has  managed  Refuse  Disposal 
with  great  efficiency  the  emptying  of  ashpits  and  the 
disposal  of  the  refuse.  The  want  of  a  destructor  is  very 
regrettable,  and  I  hope  that  its  erection  will  not  be 
delayed  much  longer. 
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Abatement  of 
Nuisances 


Factories  and 
Workshops 


Smoke 
N  uisancae 


Slaughter¬ 

house* 


The  Borough  has  been  divided  into  three  districts, 
each  of  the  three  Inspectors  being  made  responsible  for  the 
reporting  of  nuisances  and  the  supervision  of  their  abate¬ 
ment  in  his  own  district.  A  house  to  house  inspection 
has  been  insisted  upon,  two  days  in  each  week  being  set 
apart  for  that  purpose.  I  am  of  opinion  that  a  systematic 
house  to  house  inspection  is  the  only  means  by  which  we 
can  effectually  keep  any  district  in  a  sanitary  condition. 
The  number  of  visits  made  by  the  Inspectors  to  infectious 
cases  has  somewhat  interfered  with  this  duty,  but  at  the 
same  time  an  average  of  1 ,200  houses,  independent  of 
those  in  which  infectious  disease  existed,  have  been  visited 
during  each  month. 

One  day  in  the  week  has  been  set  apart  for  visiting 
Factories  and  Workshops,  and  considerable  attention  has 
been  gi\en  to  their  ventilation  and  sanitary  requirements. 
Continuous  difficulty  is  experienced  in  dealing  with  venti¬ 
lation,  as  the  workpeople  themselves  shew,  in  many 
instances,  a  great  prejudice  against  an  ample  and  sufficient 
supply  of  fresh  air,  objecting  to  ventilators  on  the  ground 
that  they  are  the  means  of  causing  draughts  and  conse¬ 
quently  giving  them  colds.  Probably  in  some  cases  this 
might  be  to  a  certain  extent  true.  If,  however,  efficient 
ventilators  were  used,  this  could  not  possibly  be  an 
objection. 

The  administration  of  the  law  in  regard  to  the  smoke 
nuisance  has  caused  considerable  difficulty  during  the 
year.  A  number  of  letters  have  been  written  to  the  owners 
of  factories  complaining  of  this  nuisance,  but  so  far  legal 
proceedings  have  not  been  taken. 

I  must  once  more  point  out  to  your  Authority  the  ex¬ 
ceedingly  grave  and  ever  increasing  nuisance  and  danger 
arising  out  of  the  present  system  of  Slaughter  houses.  I 
have  year  after  year  pointed  out  to  you  the  need  of  a 
public  Slaughter-house,  which,  with  the  increase  in  the 
population,  must  necessarily  become  more  urgent.  Many 
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of  the  Slaughter-houses  now  in  use  have  anything  but 
satisfactory  surroundings,  and  but  for  the  weekly  visit  of 
the  Inspector  and  his  stringent  orders  in  regard  to  clean¬ 
liness,  would  soon  be  in  a  most  insanitary  condition.  The 
crowding  nuisance  still  exists,  that  is,  two  or  more 
butchers  still  use,  in  certain  cases,  the  same  hcuse  for 
slaughtering  purposes 


RAINFALL. 


I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Best  for  his  kindness  in  supply¬ 
ing  me  with  the  following  table,  shewing  the  rainfall  for 
the  last  six  years.  The  total  rainfall  during  t.his  year  was 
31 '50,  an  increase  on  that  of  the  last  five  years. 


Month. 

1892 

1893 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1897 

January  ... 

236 

1-99 

1-79 

4-60 

1-20 

233 

February 

1-83 

3T1 

2-71 

0-24 

088 

3  08 

March 

0-99 

0-49 

1-32 

2-32 

365 

2-89 

April 

1-24 

0-59 

1-41 

2-23 

1-32 

2-04 

May 

229 

2-46 

2-17 

0-35 

0  31 

1  37 

June 

331 

1-87 

2-87 

1  20 

1-69 

3-66 

July . 

2  46 

2-52 

3  43 

2-63 

1-77 

0-99 

August  ... 

249 

2-28 

273 

2-57 

224 

5-97 

September 

2-38 

1-84 

1-52 

0-44 

4-52 

2-70 

October  ... 

345 

2-73 

2-86 

3-87 

236 

1-52 

November 

200 

1-53 

2-82 

342 

1-81 

2-45 

December 

210 

3-82 

239 

2-37 

3-81 

2-50 

Totals  ... 

2690 

25  22 

28-02 

26-24 

25-56 

31-50 

In  conclusion  I  have  to  regard  the  year  1897  as  not 
quite  so  satisfactory  as  some  of  the  preceding  years,  having 
had  to  cope  with  three  separate  epidemics.  However, 
when  we  look  around  us  we  find  that  our  neighbours  have 
had  to  contend  with  exactly  the  same  difficulties,  and  that 
we  are  not  alone  in  having  an  increased  death  rate. 

I  have  once  more  to  suggest  that  the  provision  of  a 
Steam  Disinfector,  a  new  Isolation  Hospital,  and  a  Public 
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Slaughter-house  ought  in  the  near  future  to  take  a  first 
place  in  the  discussions  of  your  Committee. 

I  have  to  thank  the  Health  Committee  for  their 
courtesy  and  kindness  to  myself  and  the  Sanitary  Inspect* 
ors,  and  also  I  have  to  thank  the  other  Borough  Officials 
for  their  valuable  assistance.  Last,  but  not  least,  I  wish 
to  give  a  word  of  praise  to  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  for  the 
efficient  manner  in  which  they  have  carried.out  my  orders, 
performed  their  duties,  and  assisted  me  in  mine. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JAMES  SCOTT  WILSON,  M.D ,  D.P.H., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

INSPECTOR  OF  NUISANCES, 

Of  the  Borough  of  Walsall,  for  the  Year  1897. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  of  presenting  to  you  my  Seventh  Annual 
Report  of  the  work  done  in  my  Department,  by  and  under  your 
Authority  during  the  year  1897. 

Table  1. 

Notice  of  Ordinary  Nuisances. 


No.  1 
Dist. 

No.  2 
Dist. 

No.  3 
Dist. 

To  remedy  defective  drainage,  defective  and  dilapidated 
privies,  water  closets,  ashpits,  yards,  &c. 

310 

330 

316 

To  whitewash  and  purify  houses,  rooms,  yards,  &c. 

97 

60 

45 

To  remove  offensive  accumulations  of  refuse... 

48 

10 

30 

To  remove  animals  so  kept  as  to  be  a  nuisance 

13 

15 

23 

To  cleanse  privies  and  yards 

40 

6 

12 

To  repair  dwelling  houses  ... 

15 

10 

3 

To  close  dwelling  houses  ... 

3 

2 

5 

To  remove  stagnant  water  in  cellar... 

3 

1 

•  •  * 

To  provide  drainage  to  houses,  yards,  &c. 

1 

8 

To  reduce  overcrowding  in  dwelling  houses  ... 

3 

3 

12 

To  provide  drinking  water... 

26 

8 

10 

To  provide  ventilation  for  workshops,  houses,  &c. 

8 

4 

To  detach  sink  drain  from  sewer  drain 

1 

•  •  • 

To  abate  nuisance  arising  from  offensive  manufacture... 

1 

•  •  • 

To  repair  roofs 

.  ,  . 

3 

.  .  • 

To  cleanse  ditch  ... 

•  •  • 

8 

To  repair  spoutings 

4 

1 

1 

To  repair  sinks 

5 

3 

17 

To  repair  urinals  ... 

2 

1 

1 

To  provide  urinal  ... 

1 

.  •  • 

... 

To  cleanse  or  do  away  with  cisterns  and  wells 

3 

5 

2 

To  provide  ashpits 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

To  abate  smoke  nuisances  ... 

8 

2 

2 

To  provide  privies  and  water  closets  for  dwelling  houses 

2 

2 

1 

To  board  up  houses  unfit  for  human  habitation 

2 

•  •  • 

•  •  « 

To  Surveyor — 

Foul  Manholes 

2 

1 

Foul  street  gullies  ... 

4 

3 

1 

Dangerous  spoutings 

1 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

Insufficient  privy  accommodation  for  factories 
and  workshops  ... 

5 

5 

1 

Alleged  dangerous  buildings... 

6 

2 

.  .  . 

Insufficient  water  supply 

1 

5 

3 

614 

484 

502 

To  cleanse  ashpits 

... 

... 

1600 

8711 

10311 

Table  2. 
Result  of  Notices. 


No.  1  District. 


Nuisances 

Removed 

Samples  of  water 
and  result  of  test 

Houses  supplied 

with  water 

STRUCTURES 

W  ater  tested 

Unfit. 

Unsafe 

Good 

Wells  closed 

New  drains. 

Yards 

New  Privies 

New  Ashpits 

vew  Water 

Closets. 

New  l  r  nals 

New  Cesspits 

Drains 

Trapped. 

New 

Ventilators 

Ashpits 

Roofed 

Privie  s 

Removed 

Sink  Drains 

detached 

from  Sewer 

Sink  Pipes  | 

490 

30 

4 

23 

3 

12 

29 

286 

5 

33 

2 

51 

8 

13 

1 

9 

No 

.  2 

Dis 

TRIC1 

432 

10 

1 

7 

2 

5 

13 

835 

2 

116 

•  •  • 

113 

13 

7 

o 

6 

No 

.  3 

Dis 

rRICT 

• 

487 

12 

... 

11 

1 

6 

15 

865 

9 

4 

68 

3 

... 

128 

28 

16 

5 

1 

11 

Full  Ashpits  emptied — 8711. 


Table  3. 

To  abate  over-crowding  in  Houses. 

No.  1  No.  2 

District  District 

Reduced  ...  ...  1  3 

Vacated  ...  ...  ..  2 


No.  3 
District 

7 

6 


1 


4 

3 

3 


Table  4. 

Houses  unfit  for  Habitation. 

Repaired  ...  ...  ...  36 

Closed  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Vacated...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Demolished  ...  ..  ...  3 

The  nine  houses  closed  as  unfit  for  human  habitation  are  situated 
in  Lower  Rushall  Street,  Gorton’s  Yard.  Green  Lane,  Stafford  Street, 
and  Blakenall  Heath. 

No.  of  Nuisances  remaining  on  the  books  for  the  year  ending 

December  31st,  1897  ...  ...  ..  ...  76 

*  139  complaints  of  nuisances  have  been  received  and  investi¬ 
gated,  438  letters  and  memoranda  have  been  received,  and  701  have 
been  sent  out,  exclusive  of  Reports. 

House  to  house  inspections  have  been  made  in  each  of  the 
districts,  viz. :  — 

No.  1  District  ...  ...  6,395  houses. 

No.  2  District  ...  ...  5,483 

No.  3  District  ...  ...  5,637 


Total. 


...  1  /,515  ,, 

#  This  year  39  more  complaints  have  been  received  than  last  year.  When 
compared  with  the  number  of  nuisances  it  will  be  seen  that  the  complaints  made 
are  comparatively  few. 
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Table  5-Trades 


Report  of  the  Inspector  of  Canal  Boats 

(G.  W.  Harries). 

Number  of  boats  inspected 

Number  of  boats  conforming  to  Acts  and  Regulations 
Number  of  boats  with  one  or  more  infringements 
Nature  of  infringements — 

Registration,  Act  77,  Sect.  1 
Notification  of  change  of  master,  Regulation  4 
Absence  of  certificate,  Act  77,  Sect.  3 
Certificate  not  identifying  owner  with  boat,  Act  77, 
Sect.  3 

Marking,  Act  77,  Sect.  3  ;  Act  84,  Sect.  7.  Reg.  7  .. 

Overcrowding,  Regulation  8 

Partition  separating  the  sexes,  Regluation  8  bii. 

Females  over  12  improperly  occupying,  Regulation  86 

Cleanliness,  Regulation  11 

Painting,  Regulation  9  ... 

Ventilation,  Regulation  3c 

Dilapidation,  Regulation  11 

Removal  of  bilge  water,  Regulation  10 

Without  bump,  Regulation  3,  Sect.  H  &  Regulation  10 

Refusal  of  admittance  to  Inspector,  Act  77,  Sect.  5  ... 

No  proper  water  vessel,  Regulation  3i 

Without  requisite  bulkheads,  Regulation  33 

Notification  of  infectious  disease,  Regulation  12 

Total  infringements  met  with 
Total  infringements  remedied 
Number  still  corresponding  about* 

Number  of  legal  proceedings  taken 
Number  of  women  with  boats  inspected 
Number  of  children  between  5  and  12  years 
Number  of  children  5  years  and  under 

*  One  infringement  has  since  been  remedied. 


65 

59 

6 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

8 

5 

3 

0 

41 

28 

21 


Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops. 

All  the  Cowsheds  in  the  Borough  are  cleansed  and  limewashed 


four  times  during  the  year. 

No.  1 

No.  2 

No.  3 

District 

District 

District 

No.  of  Milking  Cows  in  the  Borough 

172 

40 

174 

No.  of  Cowkeepers  or  Milksellers  regis¬ 
tered  during  the  year... 

14 

11 

8 

No.  of  Cowkeepers 

12 

6 

28 

No.  of  Purveyors  of  Milk 

58 

65 

36 

No.  of  Purveyors  of  Milk  given  up  the 
trade  during  the  year 

5 

3 

7 

No.  of  Purveyors  of  Milk  now  on  the  books 

53 

62 

29 

No.  of  Visits  during  the  year  ... 

251 

270 

360 

4 


Bakehouses. 


Total  Number  of  Bakehouses  in  No.  1  District  ... 

No.  2 
No.  3 


33 


33 


33 


33 


n 

33 


Number  of  Bakehouses  not  in  use  in  No.  ]  District 

No.  2 
No.  3 


33 


33 


33 


Number  of  Bakehouses  in  use 

Number  of  Visits  to  Bakehouses  in  No.  1  District 

No.  2  ,, 

No.  3 


33 


33 


33 


39 

27 

32 

—  98 
3 
1 
1 


255 

289 

333 


Total  number  of  Visits  to  Bakehouses  in  the  three  Districts  897 

All  the  Bakehouses  are  cleansed  and  limewashed  twice  during  the 
year. 

Fish  Yards. 


No.  1 

No.  2 

No.  3 

District 

District 

District 

No.  of  Fish  Yards  ... 

6 

3 

1 

No.  of  Visits 

909 

79 

50 

SSaughter=  houses. 

No.  of  Slaughter-houses 

...  29 

15 

16 

,,  ,,  not  in  use 

2 

3 

No.  of  Visits 

..  1255 

687 

699 

One  new  Slaughterhouse  has 

been  licensed 

during  the 

year,  in 

West  bromwich  Road  ;  the  licenses  of  nine  renewed,  and  four 
transferred. 


Common  Lodging  Houses. 


No.  of  Common  Lodging  Houses 

3 

14 

2 

No.  of  Lodgers  that  can  be  accommodated 

63 

308 

22 

No.  of  Visits 

17 

21 

16 

Factories  and  Workshops’ 

Act. 

No.  of  Visits 

304 

183 

255 

No  of  Factories  and  Workshops  supplied 
with  new  Water  Closets  and 
Privies 

3 

3 

4 

Next  year  I  hope  to  be  able  to  furnish  you  with  the  number  of 
Workshops  in  the  Borough,  and  the  number  of  persons  of  both  sexes 
employed. 


o 


Table  6. 


Visits  to  Houses  in  consequence  of  In¬ 
fectious  Disease 

Houses  disinfected  under  supervision 
of  Inspectors 

Houses  disinfected  personally  by  In¬ 
spectors 

No.  of  persons  supplied  with  lime 

No.  of  persons  supplied  with  brushes 


No.  1 

No.  2 

No.  3 

District 

District 

District 

301 

433 

295 

105 

206 

151 

12 

14 

11 

912 

989 


7  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  have  occurred  at  the  Workhouse. 


Food  and  Drugs 
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Table  8 

Magisterial  Proceedings  respecting  various 

cases. 


No. 

Nature  of  offence 

When  heard 

Results 

1 

Selling  Milk  with  15% 
of  added  water 

March  15  th 

40/-  and  costs  with 
Analyst’s  fee. 

2 

Selling  Milk  with  13% 
of  its  Cream  removed 

March  15th 

10;  -  and  costs  with 
Analyst’s  fee 

3 

Selling  Milk  with  10% 
of  its  Cream  removed 

June  12st 

20/-  and  costs  with 
Analyst’s  fee. 

4 

For  not  abating  a 
Nuisance 

July  7th 

An  order  made  with  costs 
5/6 

5 

Selling  Whiskey  which 
had  been  diluted 
1 1  *3%  beyond  the 
statutory  limit,  it 
beinir  35 '5%  under 
proof 

Sept.  15th 

20/-  and  costs  with 
Analyst’s  fee. 

6 

Selling  Whiskey  which 
had  been  diluted 
96%  beyond  the 
statutory  limit,  it 
being  322  %  under 
proof 

Nov.  1  7tb 

40/-  and  costs  with 
Analyst’s  fee. 

In  one  case  of  Milk  deprived  of  17%  of  its  Cream  the  vendor  was 
cautioned  by  a  letter  from  the  Committee. 
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Streets  and  Places  in  the  Borough  tvhere  Infections  Diseases 
have  been  reported,  and  visited  by  the  Inspectors  during 
the  year  1897 ,  alphabetically  arranged  for  the  whole 
Borough, 


STREETS 

No.  of  cases  of 

Erysipelas 

No.  of  cases  of 

Scarlet  Fever 

or  Scarlatina 

No.  of  cases  of 

Diphtheria 

X  o.  of  cases  of 

Enteric  or 

Typhoid  Fever 

No.  of  cases  of 

Puerperal  Fever 

No.  of  cases  of 

Continued  Fever 

No.  of  cases  of 

Membraneous  Croup 

Able  well  Street 

1 

1 

Alexander  Terrace  .. 

1 

. 

Alexander  Street 

1 

Arnndel  Street 

* 

4 

Ann  Street  ... 

1 

Alma  Street  .. 

1 

Adam  Street  . 

3 

Alfred  Street 

1 

4 

Bank  Terrace 

1 

Birmingham  Road  .. 

2 

Birmingham  Street  . . 

1 

2 

Borneo  Street 

8 

2 

Bott  Lane 

o 

2 

Bridge  Street 

i 

Butts  Road  ... 

11 

Butts  Street  ... 

o 

Box  Street  ... 

2 

Burleigh  Street 

5 

Bradford  Street 

2 

Bath  Road  ... 

2 

I 

1 

Bath  Street  ... 

1 

Barleyfield  Row 

1 

Bescot  Street 

1 

4 

Brace  Street... 

4 

2 

1 

Bridgeman  Street 

10 

2 

Brineton  Street 

1 

Brook  Street,  Lower 

1 

Barracks  Lane 

1 

Blakenall  Row 

1 

i 

Blakenall  Heath 

2 

Bell  Lane 

4 

Bentley  Lane 

2 

Birchills 

1 

1 

Birchills  Street 

o 

O 

Birch  Street  ... 

1 

1 

Bloxwich  Road 

2 

14 

1 

Blue  Lane 

8 

1 

9 


STREETS  AND  PLACES — continued. 


STREETS. 

No.  of  cases  of 

Erysipelas. 

N  o.  of  cases  of 

Scarlet  Fever 

or  Scarlatina 

No.  of  cases  of 

Diphtheria 

No.  of  cases  of 

Enteric  or 

Typhoid  Fever 

No.  of  cases  of 

Puerperal  Fever 

No.  of  cases  of 

Continued  Fever 

No.  of  cases  of 

Membraneous  Croup 

Burro wes  Street 

3 

Cecil  Street  .. 

17 

1 

Charlotte  Street 

1 

2 

Cambridge  Street  ... 

1 

Camden  Street 

5 

Chapel  Street,  Pleck 

1 

Caldmore  Green 

3 

Caldmore  Road 

4 

Cobden  Street 

10 

Corporation  Street  ... 

1 

6 

Countess  Street 

5 

1 

Charles  Street 

1 

Cairn  Street... 

2 

Cannon  Street 

11 

Church  Street,  Bloxwich  .. 

1 

5 

1 

Croft  Street  .. 

1 

1 

Day  Street  ... 

4 

Digbeth 

1 

Duncalfe  Street 

1 

4 

Darwall  Street 

1 

Darlaston  Road 

5 

1 

Dudley  Street 

1 

5 

1 

Dale  Street  ... 

3 

Dandy’s  Walk 

1 

Dalkeith  Street 

1 

Eldon  Street 

1 

Emery  Street 

3 

1 

1 

Edward  Street 

3 

Elmore  Green  Road 

1 

Elmore  Row... 

1 

2 

1 

Freer  Street  ... 

2 

Forster  Street,  Upper 

2 

Forster  Street,  Lower 

1 

Ford  Street  ... 

5 

Forrester  Street 

3 

2 

Frederick  Street 

1 

3 

Field  Street  ... 

2 

Farringdon  Street  ... 

2 

7 

2 

O 

Francis  Street 

1 

1 

10 


STREETS  AND  PLACES — continued. 


STREETS 

No.  of  cases  of 

Erysipelas 

No.  of  cases  of 

Scarlet  Fever 

or  Scarlatina 

No.  of  cases  of 

Diphtheria 

N  o.  of  cases  of 

Enteric  or 

Typhoid  Fever 

No.  of  cases  of 

Puerperal  Fever 

No.  of  cases  of 

Continued  Fever 

- - 

No.  of  cases  of 

Membraneous  Croup 

Forge  Street 

2 

2 

Flats,  The,  Bloxwich 

1 

Foster  Street,  Blakenall 

1 

1 

Gorton’s  Yard 

3 

Goodall  Street 

2 

Glebe  Street... 

1 

2 

George  Street  Terrace 

4 

Green  Lane  ... 

1 

15 

1 

Green  Lane,  Bloxwich 

2 

Green  Lane,  Upper  ... 

2 

1 

Green,  The,  Bloxwich 

4 

1 

Grant  Street  .. 

1 

Goscote 

1 

1 

1 

Hatherton  Street 

10 

2 

Hill  Street  ... 

1 

9 

1 

Holtshill  Lane 

1 

8 

2 

High  Street,  Walsall 

1 

Hail  Lane,  Upper 

2 

Hall  Lane,  Lower  ... 

1 

1 

Highgate  . 

3 

1 

Hart  Street  ... 

4 

Hillary  Street 

5 

Hope  Street  ... 

5 

High  Street,  Bloxwich 

3 

1 

Hospital  Street 

1 

3 

Hollyhedge  Lane  ... 

6 

Intown  Row 

6 

Junction  Street 

5 

James  Bridge,  Pleck 

1 

John  Street  ... 

1 

Jessel  Road  ... 

3 

King  Street  ... 

2 

1 

Lichfield  Street 

2 

1 

Lichfield  Road 

3 

Lime  Street  ... 

6 

1 

Littleton  Street 

1 

4 

Little  London 

2 

Long  Street  ... 

9 

1 

Lord  Street  ... 

1 

11 


STREETS  AND  PLACES—  continued . 


STREETS 

No.  of  cases  of 

Erysipelas 

No.  of  cases  of 

Scarlet  Fever 

or  Scarlatina 

No.  of  cases  of 

Diphtheria 

No.  of  cases  of 

Enteric  or 

Typhoid  Fever 

N o.  of  cases  of 

Puerperal  Fever 

No.  of  cases  of 

Continued  Fever 

N  o.  of  cases  of 

Membraneous  Croup 

Lysways  Street 

2 

Longwood  Cottages  ... 

1 

Little  Street  ... 

3 

1 

Leamore  Lane 

2 

Longacre 

7 

1 

Lewis  Street  ... 

1 

1 

Little  Bloxwich 

4 

1 

Little  Bloxwich  Lane 

1 

Mill  Lane 

5 

Mellish  Road... 

1 

Margaret  Street 

1 

Milton  Street... 

3 

13 

2 

Moat  Road 

5 

Mount  Street... 

3 

1 

Mountrath  Street 

2 

Marlow  Street 

2 

1 

Mill  Street 

8 

1 

North  Street,  Lower... 

3 

North  Street  ... 

1 

11 

Narrow  Lane... 

1 

3 

New  Street  ... 

1 

3 

Navigation  Street 

1 

Newport  Street 

3 

Newport  Street,  Little 

1 

New  Street,  Bloxwich 

1 

3 

1 

Northcote  Street 

1 

Newland  Street 

1 

Orlando  Street 

5 

Oxford  Street,  Caldmore 

3 

4 

Oxford  Street,  Pleck 

4 

1 

2 

Paddock  Lane 

1 

15 

1 

Park  Street  ... 

6 

Paul’s  St.  Street 

2 

Paul’s  St.  Row 

1 

Paul’s  St.  Close 

1 

Persehouse  Street 

3 

Pool  Street 

2 

Port  Street  ... 

1 

Pleck  Road  ... 

2 

6 

12 

1 

12 


STREETS  AND  PLACES — continued. 


STREETS 

No.  of  cases  of 

Erysipelas 

No.  of  cases  of 

Scarlet  Eever  or 

Scarlatina 

No.  of  cases  of 

Diphtheria 

No.  of  cases  of 

Enteric  or 

Typhoid  Eever 

No  of  cases  of 

Puerperal  Fever 

No.  of  cases  of 

Continued  Fever 

No  of  cases  of 

Membraneous  Croup 

l 

Prince  Street... 

3 

Pargetter  Street 

1 

Portland  Street 

13 

1 

3 

Proffitt  Street 

5 

1 

Pinfold 

2 

Providence  Lane,  Leamore  ... 

J 

Queen  Street,  Palfrey 

1 

1 

Q  teen  Street,  Pleck  .. 

1 

11 

5 

Richmond  Street 

2 

- 

Rowley  Street,  New... 

2 

Rushall  Street,  Lower 

3 

4 

Rushall  Street,  Upper 

1 

Rollingmill  Street  ... 

1 

Regent  Street,  Pleck 

5 

Rutter  Street 

9 

1 

Regent  Street,  Birchills 

1 

11 

Raleigh  Street 

3 

1 

Ryecroft  Street 

1 

2 

Reeves  Street 

1 

1 

Rowland  Street 

1 

1 

Reed’s  Wood  Lane  ... 

1 

2 

Ryecroft  Cottages 

1  • 

Stafford  Street 

6 

1 

Stratford  Street 

1 

Station  Street 

1 

Shaw  Street  ... 

1 

Sandwell  Street 

9 

Short  Street,  Upper... 

1 

Sun  street 

2 

South  Street  ... 

1 

4 

1 

1 

Spout  Lane  ...  . 

1 

23 

Sntton  Road  ... 

4 

1 

Sandbank,  Bloxwich 

1 

4 

Shortacre  Street 

1 

3 

Samuel  Street 

1 

Station  Street,  Bloxwich 

1 

Stafford  Road 

1 

Tantarra  Street 

1 

12 

1 

Teddesley  Street 

16 

13 


STREETS  AND  PLACES — continued. 


STREETS 

No.  of  cases  of 

Erysipelas 

No  of  cases  of 

Scarlet  Fever 

or  Scarlatina 

No.  of  cases  of 

Diphtheria 

No.  of  cases  of 

Enteric  or 

Typhoid  Fever 

No.  of  cases  of 

Puerperal  Fever 

No.  of  cases  of 

Continued  Fever 

No.  of  cases  of 

Membraneous  Croup 

Thorpe  Road  . 

5 

Tasker  Street 

1 

5 

Tndor  Place  ... 

1 

Thomas  Street 

1 

Union  Street 

5 

Victor  Street.. 

4 

Villiers  Street 

1 

J. 

Vicarage  Street 

7 

Walsingham  Street  . 

** 

7 

Westbonrne  Road 

1 

4 

Westbourne  Street  .. 

1 

Ward  Street  .. 

1 

e> 

2 

Warwick  Street 

3 

1 

William  Street 

2 

4 

Wisemore 

14 

Walliouse  street 

3 

Walhonse  Street,  Upper 

5 

Walhouse  Street,  Lower 

2 

Wallow'  Lane 

2 

Wedcesbury  Road  ... 

2 

18 

2 

2 

1 

1 

Wellington  Street 

3 

1 

Westbromwich  Road 

8 

Whitehall  Road 

1 

5 

Windsor  Street 

9 

Wolverhampton  Street 

7 

1 

5 

Windmill  Street 

3 

Watery  Lane  .. 

1 

Wallington  Heath  ... 

4 

Whitehouse  Street  ... 

8 

Wolverhampton  Road 

1 

5 

Workhouse  ...  . 

6 

1 

1 

14 


Infectious  Diseases. 

The  epidemic  of  Scarlet  Fever  continued  until  almost  the  end  of  the  year. 
As  last  year  every  precaution  was  adopted  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  disease. 

The  majority  of  cases  occurred  in  cottages  where  isolation  was  impossible. 

When  cases  are  treated  at  home  they  are  visited  frequently.  Printed 
instructions  are  given  to  prevent  the  spreading  of  the  disease ;  disinfectants  are 
supplied  free,  and  the  houses,  bedding,  etc.,  are  disinfected  immediately  upon 
recovery. 

We  have  sent  479  notices  to  schools  where  children  have  been  attending  to 
prevent  them  or  others  residing  in  infected  houses  returning  to  school  before  the 
prescribed  time  had  elapsed. 


THE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  (NOTIFICATION)  ACT, 

1889. 


This  Act  came  into  operation  in  the  Borough  of  Walsall  on  the  first  day 

of  March,  1890. 


Cases  notified  by  Medical  Practitioners  from  Jan.  1st,  1897  to  Dec.  31st,  1897 


No.  1  District. 


Small-Pox. 

Erysipelas. 

Scarlet  Fever 
or  Scarlatina. 

Enteric  or 
Typhoid  Fever 

Continued 

Fever. 

Puerperal 

Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Membraneous 

Croup. 

i 

.  .  . 

24 

255 

15 

... 

... 

5 

2 

No.  2  D 

istrict 

1 

... 

29 

337 

39 

1 

4 

20 

3 

32 


6 


232 


No.  3  District. 


17 


The  Workhouse. 


10 


Total  Notifications  -  1036. 


GEO.  WARLOW  HARRIES, 

Inspector  of  Nuisances 


15 


HEALTH  COMMITTEE 


Of  the  Walsall  Corporation . 


-0*00- 


Mr.  Councillor  James  Williams,  chairman. 
Mr.  Councillor  C.  C.  Walker,  Vice-Chairman. 


The  Mayor 


Mr.  Alderman  Baker 
Mr.  Councillor  Brownhill 

Drew 

Mr.  Councillor  Turner 


11 


11 


Mr.  Councillor  Littler 


11 


11 


11 


11 


11 


PlCKEN 

Roberts,  J.  H. 
Sanders 


Meet  on  the  last  Friday  of  every  month  at  six  p.m. 


1  Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

JAMES  SCOTT  WILSON,  M.D.,  D.P.H.,  Camb. 


Sanitary  Inspector: 

GEORGE  W.  HARRIES. 


Assistant  Inpectors’: 

ARTHUR  T.  HUBBLE  and  FRANCIS  SYKES. 


Clerk : 

JOHN  T.  PASCOE. 


$ 


. 


' 


‘ 


